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Conéent Or&er

Pursuant to R.I.-Gen. Laws §5-37-5.2, 1956, as amended, (2002 Reenactment)

notifications of clinical restrictions were i‘épdrted to the Board of Medicaleicensuie and

alleged poor surgical dec1sion-makmg ar;d a fatture 'tb"adhe:e to the midirhum standards

of acceptiable practice in the area of orthopedic surgery.

- FINDINGS OF FACTS AND CONCLUSIGNS OF LAW
- - 1. - - The Respondent iS a licensed physician practicing oﬁhoée=dic surgery in 'Rﬁbde :
- Island since 1996 with privileges at "two- area hospitals. EHe is a 1990 gradiilfate of
.. Jetferson Medical College, Pluladeiphla PA .
2. The Board of Meumal Lwemum dﬁd Dasuplme was m‘)uuf ed of mstnctmns
~ imposed by the Roger Williams Hospital following a cervical decompression and.
- fusion of cervic;i vérteizrae 4 and 3 ﬂn 535' year-old f—_’egna}-e patient. The p:évtie:.nt E

expired shorily after surgery after losing 9 liters of blood during the procedure. A



post mortem examination reveeled a laceration of the ri ;ghtt\-'ertfebral artery during
the surgical proc%dufc le:ading, ul‘tirr;ate}y, 0 her death;: :

3.- A peer review-evalnation regarding the surgery was erifical of the indications for -
surgery, the need for dea:ompresséén via an-anterior a;:)gfaroach, the use- of a-
physician assistant rather than ano;ahe'r qualified assi_séam::_ surgeon for a surgery of
this magpitude, and the Respondent’s documentatior in the record indicating that
the patient had in.tia.ct-movement Pest-rsur"gicglly when m-x:.rsing notes indécate the
patient arrived in recovery sedated with an erdotrachial tube.

4. The Board of Medical Licensure-and Disci plme reviewed the Resmndent S

answer tc the nouhcce.tmn mvoivmg the 35 year-old pa‘zlem who expired ﬁ)liowznp T

surgery and has concluded that the Respondent displayed a lack of candor.in
addressing the éau;;ca of the bleeding énd in describéng thé patient post éperﬁtiﬂvs-
status. Further, the Board finds that Respondent’s surgicail judgment regardilég
indication for qu;rger Jf, documentation pre and post operatively is inadequate and
his mtia-operatrve decmwn&naﬁkmg is madcq_amc - :

5. The Board of\Medica[Liﬁé sure and Discipline finds that the Respondent

violated R.L.G.L. §5 3'? 1 (19) @, (28,
The parties agree as fpilﬂws:
Respondent admits to the ;url‘;dlcﬁon il)ﬂfffh@ Béard.
(1) Resplonc.ient hereby acknowiedées and waives:
a.  The right to appear personally or by counsel or both befere the

Board;



- (2),

3)

(4)

(5)

by

The right to produce witnesses and evidence in his bzhalf at a -
hearing; 7

The right to cross exdmine witnesses;

The right to-have sﬁbpoenas 1ssued by the Board; -
The right to fm'_i_her' procedural . ste"ps except ~for - specifically -
contained herein;

Any and all rights of aﬁpeal of this Consgnt Orcie*, -

Any objection tc the fact that this (.10;1:‘18761.:1t Order will be presented
to the Board for sonsideration and review;

Any objection to the faut .thdt it wul be neceHSs,d.ry for the Board to™
become acquainted with all evidence ;Sértaining,to this: matter in -
order to review @dequat 1y this Consent Order

Any objection to the fact that potential bias against the Respondent

may .occur as a result of the pmsema{wn of this Cenaent Qrder

Acceptance, of this . Consent Grd@r constitutes. an . admission .by the .

Respondent that the finings of fact were made by the Board.

This Consent Order shall become part of the public ‘record of this

proceeding once it is accepted by all parties,

Failure to comply with this Consent Ordur whcﬁ szgred and aucuptvd

shall Subj»Ci the Respondent to further djsmp} inary aciion

Respondent agrees to undergo a clinical skills evaluaticn at the Colorado

Physician E*’aiuatlon Program {CPEP) and undcrgo any mmedzaﬁ werk

- which may be recommended by CPEP. Additiohﬁaiiy, Respondent agrees *



to obtaiﬁ conﬁﬁuiﬁg médical e:-du:c;atim.l as recommended by the Board:.
Until completion of such program and any remedial work which may be
_recommem:ied thercmth Respandent agrees to- obtam a pre- surglcal
second opmmn for all prepcsed spinal surgical-cases from a spinai
surgeon who is unaffiliated with the Regpondent"s medical practice until
further order.of the Board. 'I.‘he.iRespundent may pétit;%ion tne Board foir'" o
relief from this order when the r_équirg:mems haye beéen completed to the

satisfaction of the Roard.

| an | .
Signed this Z) " day of @(/
/ }w{opher F:ﬁuntmgtéﬁ’f\/l D.

Lol

gézald Goulet, Esq.
ttoraey for Respondsnt

| Ratlﬁed by the Board of Mcdxcal f _icensure and stciphm ata meetmg heid
WJuT q , 2003,
4 o
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